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In 1894, Rev J.N. Lenker published the
book Lutherans In All Lands. The most
interesting part of the book occurs when the
author explains how, in the early seventeen
hundreds, Swedish prisoners of war began a
Lutheran Church in the city of Irkutsk, in
Siberia, on the shores of beautiful lake Baikal.
As the church on the beautiful lake grew,
the people needed a larger church, and built
the impressive church as shown on this page.
But even more fascinating is the history of this
church in the past century. When the atheistic
Soviets came to power, their hatred against
Christianity was so intense that they blasted
this church with dynamite then used the
broken pieces of the altar for a foundation for a
statue of Lenin! However, these Christ haters
were indeed, as the Psalmist says, “devising
a vain thing.”(Psalm 2:1)
Continued on page 4

The Lutheran Church in Irkutsk
in 1885

The perseverance of faith: The
story of Gloria Vladimirova
translated by: Olga Netaeva
I have been in the Lutheran church in Tomsk almost
from the beginning. It's not right to say that I was strongly
interested in God, but to a degree I was looking for some
spiritual protection, confidence, and consistency. When I
came for the first time to the Lutheran church it really
didn’t matter to me what kind of church it was. Besides, I
had just come from a Christian ecumenical camp in
France, and it seemed to me that all Christian
confessions are good, and that it makes no big difference where you attend.
I won't say that it was my first experience visiting a church. Several times I went
to an Orthodox church. The beauty of the decor and the mystery of the ceremonies
attracted me. But I didn’t understand the liturgy, and there was no one who was
willing to explain it. Then I went several times to the Roman Catholic church, where
a few things attracted me. First of all, the liturgy was simpler and understandable.
Second, I really liked it when people shook each other's hands with the words,
“Peace be with you!” Third, I saw that there was a library in the church with
specialized literature, from which it was possible to learn more about the doctrine.
Plus, they had a youth group. One more thing drew me there: people communicated
with each other not just in church, but also outside of it. I also wanted to have such
an environment. For me at that time God was more a means for socializing than He
was an end in Himself.
Continued on page 6
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The Siberian life is observed
by Elizabeth Meyer
As Secretary/Treasurer of the SLMS, it’s fun to have
an opportunity to “report” on something other than
financial matters. Rather unexpectedly, my husband Ted
and I learned of an opportunity to meet my cousin in
Kazakhstan in July, as she planned to travel there from
Germany. We knew the Pastor at a major confessional
Lutheran congregation in Almaty, Pastor Gennadij Khonin,

Rev. Hahn and parishioner in Tomsk
from the days when he studied at Fort Wayne. But that is
another story.
We thought it over and reasoned that since we’d be in
virtually the same time zone, why not travel north to
Siberia to visit our friends in the Siberian Evangelical
Lutheran Church (SELC) there? We were only in the
Novosibirsk area for six days, but we did have a chance to
observe first hand what life is like for our fellow Lutherans.
Pastor Vsevolod Lytkin, the Bishop-elect of the SELC,
met us at the airport. Our flight arrived at 12:30 a.m., but
we had to clear customs, so it was another hour before we
actually saw Pastor Lytkin. He very kindly drove us to the
apartment where we stayed, but Novosibirsk is a big city,
spread out like Los Angeles, so it took an hour to drive
across town. We stopped at a 24-hour grocery store near
our apartment building. Pastor Lytkin shepherded us in
and out because during the warm Siberian summer night,
even at that late hour there were people milling around
who had taken a bit too much to drink. I’m certain Pastor
Lytkin did not get to bed until 3:00 a.m., but he didn’t
complain, telling us that he prefers driving at night
because the traffic is not as congested and wild as during
daylight hours. (Ed: Novosibirsk, a city of close to 2
million people, has no interstates to absorb and move city
traffic. So traffic is frequently very congested during the
day) He “triple-locked” us into the church owned
apartment used for visiting professors and guests, not

unlike ourselves, and we slept well until the next day.
In reviewing our visit, I will try to be as succinct as I
can. Ted helps me with record-keeping and analysis of
SLMS financial matters, as he is a finance officer by
profession. So we were particularly concerned about
observing what life is like for the average family in Siberia
and how the family budget is managed - in particular how
the pastors live and manage their meager salaries.
We visited three pastors in their homes, which are in
apartment buildings similar to the one in which we stayed.
As background, I should point out that during the Soviet
Era, the government promoted the notion that private
ownership of housing was simply unacceptable. Private
farms, as well as individual homes and private single
family dwellings were confiscated. The idea was to
encourage people, often even by force, to work and live
near Soviet industrial plants and to build utilitarian housing
in large apartment buildings with “modern” conveniences.
A large number of these buildings were completed in the
1950’s and 1960’s and some as late as the 1980’s. What
we, as Americans, found notable about them was the
“cookie cutter” sameness.
A Russian family is basically entitled to a threebedroom flat - one of the three rooms consisting of a small
kitchen. Children usually occupy one of the other rooms
and the third room is a combination living area/bedroom.
The adults sleep there, usually on a sofa bed, but during
the day a television might be located in the room, as well
as other chairs or a coffee table. In the case of the
pastors, they generally set up a desk/study area with
books and their laptop computers in either of the
living/bedrooms, depending on the ages of the children.
And many of the apartments have balconies. As I can
only imagine, the temperature can get down to thirty
degrees below zero, in the winter, so the balconies are
used primarily as storage areas or places for clotheslines.
Continued on page 3

Elizabeth with Russian children in Tomsk
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Siberian life

continued from page 2

We noticed that the pastors have typically improvised
on their furnishings. Some of it may have been picked up
“used” in the flea markets that are typical for Russia, while
other furnishings seemed to have been built by the
pastors, themselves, with typical Russian resourcefulness.
There did not seem to be any new or fancy furnishings in
any flat we visited. The day we left Tomsk, Deacon Hahn
received a notice that the hot water would be turned off in
his apartment building for the entire month of August.
Such rotating outages are common in Siberia during the
summer as a way to conserve energy for the coming
winter months.
The church buildings, on the other hand, are a matter
of pride for the congregations. St. Andrew’s, at the
seminary in Novosibirsk, is a beautiful chapel. While we
were there, a cleaning lady, who is a member of the
congregation, cleaned the floors and common areas.
When we arrived in Tomsk, we were very impressed with
the small church building. Although the exterior of the
building looked somewhat run down and there were no
paved walkways to get into the sanctuary, Deacon Hahn
and members of the congregation had done much of the
work to improve the interior of the building themselves.
Transportation is an important issue. Travel by train is
sometimes an option, but Pastor Lytkin also drives a used
van (imported from Japan) to travel from congregation to
congregation, hundreds of miles apart. Deacon Hahn
drives a small Russian built car he has owned for many
years. It is a good thing he has some mechanical ability!
Due to its age it requires constant maintenance and is
often in need of repair. The same is true for Pastor
Burlakov.
One of the resources that is extremely important to
pastors and their families is the “dacha.” I had read
Russian literature and always thought of a dacha as a
huge country estate of the landed aristocrats who lived in
Moscow and St. Petersburg for most of the year, but spent
summers at their dachas where dozens of servants and
peasants maintained their holdings. In today’s society, a
dacha is a garden plot, sometimes miles outside a city,
where individuals maintain gardens that provide
vegetables and fruit that will help them get through the
long winter months. Apples, tomatoes, cucumbers,
potatoes, berries, cabbage, lettuce and beans are typical
crops and if a pastor and his family own a dacha (usually
with a small shed on the property), the wife will spend
much of the late summer canning and putting up preserves
that will be essential later that year. We stopped at the
apartment of a parishioner in Yurga, a school teacher, who
had gotten up early that morning to go pick berries, wild
sour cherries and strawberries to give to the pastors.
Parishioners often share their bounty with the pastors and
deacons.
During the time that we visited the Novosibirsk area,
Ted and I were overwhelmed by the generosity and
kindness of our fellow Lutherans. We could see very
clearly how the pastors and their families manage to get by
at a minimal salary level and we saw no sign of any

extravagance or luxury. Ted and I are confident in saying
that it was quite clear that the financial support of the
SLMS is essential and that funds are being used wisely.
The primary goal of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran
Church is to spread the Gospel and to teach, preach, and
administer the Sacraments to the faithful with whatever
financial help we Americans can offer. ?

SLMS Treasurer’s report
The major efforts of the SLMS is to raise funds
to support the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran
Church (SELC) through the donations of
congregations and individuals. Donations are
unpredictable, but at this point, the balance in our
account is $30,000 ($12,000 of that amount
earmarked as a designated gift for the purchase of
housing in Tomsk). For many months, our
donations do not match the monthly need of $9,500.
Your ongoing financial gifts to the SLMS are crucial
to the ongoing work of the SELC.
I am especially pleased to announce that an
anonymous donor stepped forward several months
ago with the intention of donating a piece of
property to be used to purchase housing in Siberia
to be held in the name of the Siberian Evangelical
Lutheran Church. This would be a worthwhile goal
which over the long term would help to reduce
monthly expenses for rent. We can thank the Lord
that an avenue opened up to us in discussions with
our friends at LCMS World Relief Human Care,
which resulted in an offer to match that donation
dollar for dollar.
The property sold in early July with the
estimated proceeds from the sale between $120,000
and $135,000. With the WR/HC matching donation
we expect a total of between $240,000 and
$270,000. We rejoice in this partnership to do great
things in the Name of Christ and through his
Gospel of grace.
When I was in Siberia in July [see article
beginning on page 2] we discussed these housing
issues with Pastor Lytkin and Mr. Igor Andreuk, the
business manager for the church. They have been
considering the needs which are the most urgent.
Because the inflation rate in Siberia is double-digit,
they are most concerned about cities where that
rate is the highest and property is most valuable.
Although we will be consulting with them, our
Siberian friends have the greatest knowledge of
what purchases make the most sense at this time.
If you have any questions about financial
matters, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Serving with joy, Elizabeth Meyer
Ed. Note: To learn more about matching gift opportunities
through LCMS World Relief/Human Care contact Rev. Paul
Kienker at pdk7784@hotmail.com or call 1-800-248-1930 ext.
1376.
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Irkutsk

Continued from page 1

In August of 1991 the atheistic Soviet Union
collapsed. Within a decade the Lenin statue was
removed and a Lutheran congregation was reestablished at Irkutsk. And, in May of 2000 pastor
Vsevolod Lytkin baptized and confirmed additional
members! Like the root of a tree, the Christian church
can never totally be destroyed. In Matthew 16 Jesus
says “I will build My church and gates of hell will not over
power it!”

Like the root of a tree,
the Christian church can
never totally be
destroyed. In Matthew 16
Jesus says “I will build My
church and gates of hell
will not over power it!”

These are great words of encouragement, especially
to those Christians who are undergoing persecution and
death in many parts of the world. These are also
encouraging words to those of us who sometimes feel our
own church is being destroyed, not from without, but from
within by indifference.
In our difficult days, let us always remember that God
and His Word are our foundation. This foundation will not
be moved. Isaiah says : “Therefore thus says the Lord
GOD, ‘Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone,

Statue of Lenin where the Church once stood.
A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He
who believes in it will not be disturbed.’” (Isaiah 28:16)
And, to those who would build a foundation for life on
Lenin or any other man, St. Paul says: “For no man can
lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is
Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 3:11)
The next time you feel discouraged by the state of
Christ’s church, think of the incredible history of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church on the shores of great Lake
Baikal. The atheists dynamited this house of worship.
Then they put a statue of Lenin in its place, all built on the
broken altar. But the time soon came when God
delivered His people, and moved them to work with great
joy to put His altar back where it originally stood. “The
gates of hell will not, and cannot, prevail!” These same
people are now appealing to you to help them rebuild
a sanctuary for worship, so that more people can again
worship where the evil ideas of Lenin once ruled. ?
Editor’s note: The Rev. Dr. Wallace Schulz is Evangelist for the
Lutheran Heritage Foundation and General Editor of Good News, a
theological journal, written and distributed throughout the world in
several languages by the Concordia Mission Society. To learn
more about Good News call 1-800-778-1132. To learn more about
the work being done by the Lutheran Heritage Foundation go to
www.lhfmissions.org

Rev. Andrei Ivolga, Pastor to the churches in the
Irkutsk region, was granted a 6-week sabbatical
study at Wheaton College - Wheaton, IL, June 10July 22, 2005. Rev. Dr. Scott Bruzek of St. John
Lutheran Church - Wheaton, IL was instrumental in
arranging the sabbatical study and serving as Rev.
Ivolga’s mentor. In the summer of 2004 Revs.
Pavel Khramov and Daniel Burlakov of St. Andrew
Lutheran Church - Novosibirsk participated in the
sabbatical program.
Photo of Irkutsk Church being destroyed in 1930s
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Peace to you, dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
In June Pastor Vsevolod Lytkin visited the parishes of
the SELC in the Urals. Together with Pastor Sergei
Glushkov he served the Liturgies in Ekaterinburg,
Cheliabinsk, and Reftinski. In the mission of the town of
Shadrinsk the Liturgy was served for the first time.

GOOD NEWS magazines are an important part of our
church's life.”
About the travel Pastor Lytkin said, “It is my
responsibility to visit our parishes and missions, to
observe the environment there, and to see how the
Church can help these parishes in preaching the Gospel.
During this trip I have covered 4,600 kilometers (about
3,000 miles) driving the car. Of course, it was not easy
(there is a common proverb: “In Russia there is no roads
but only directions”); however, it was very important to
travel. I saw how our parishioners live in their places. In
particular, in the town of Shadrinsk I was shocked by
terrible poverty. Houses, in which people live, are almost
falling apart. Of course, it’s not a surprise. But I didn’t
expect to see such poverty in the Urals as well. So far I
have only encountered it mainly in Russian East (in
Khakassia and in Buryatia, for example).
Rev. Sergei Glushkov is a Senior Pastor of the

Parishioner’s house in Shadrinsk
The travel had two goals: to visit the parishes and
communicate with the parishioners, and to meet with Dr.
Wallace Schulz (the founder and editor of the GOOD
NEWS magazine). As a result, many subjects were
discussed and agreed upon, and plans were drawn up.

The Church building in Shadrinsk

Rev. Wallace Schulz (ctr. rear) with SELC

Pastor Lytkin said, “It was very important for me to meet
with the Rev. Dr. Wallace Schulz. Our relations have a
long history. Dr. Schulz helped our church a lot. And the

parishes in Ekaterinburg and Reftinski. But it turned out
that he is practically also the pastor in those missions,
which we start in the Urals. I’m very pleased to see, what
a hard-working and caring person he is, as well as a good
pastor. He spends a lot of time, communicating with
parishioners. It is a very important part of his life. It is
necessary for the Church to care about people, so that
they could feel at home, being in the church.
Actually, that is the advantage of the Lutheran Church
in comparison with other Christian denominations. Every
person is a treasure for the Church. The Church will
always find time to help a person, to listen to him, to pray
for him…”
Please, pray for spreading of the Gospel in the towns
of the Urals.
“Faith and Hope”
Ed. Note: This article is a reprint from the “Faith & Hope” email
newsletter published by the SELC. To be placed on their mailing
list, contact Rev. Daniel S. Johnson at djohnson@tslms.org
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Gloria

Continued from page 1

Then I heard from a friend that a Lutheran church was
going to form in Tomsk, and I gladly agreed to take part in
its founding. I wanted there to be a youth group in our
church like the Catholics had, where people understood
and encouraged each other. In the beginning there were
very few of us. But at that time my husband was a student
in Novosibirsk, and I began to go often to Novosibirsk for
the monthly seminars that were held especially for the
young people of our church. These trips may even be
considered my real route to God. Indeed, faith comes
above all through hearing.

During this time there
were periods when it
seemed that God and faith
were in second place and
not very important to me,
...But all the same, I kept
coming to church, heard
the Word, received the
Sacrament, and believed
that in spite of all my sins
and my imperfection He
had not forsaken me.

Participation in the Divine Services in Novosibirsk (by
that time they had a congregation such as I imagined a
congregation should be) with constant reception of the
Lord’s Supper, confession and absolution, hearing the
sermon and listening to the liturgy, as well as reading and
study of the Bible, all gave me faith in God. Not that I had
some unintelligible faith in some vague god, but through the
preaching of the Word and participation in the Holy
Sacraments I received a faith that leads to the repentance
of forgiveness and a desire to be in Divine Service with

Jesus. Also, with every seminar I had a new revelation
about God’s plan for people’s lives, and for my life as well.
Then at the end of 1999 the first homeless shelter in
Tomsk was consecrated, and I become its director. It was
a new step in my life, with new responsibility and
obligations. It was my desire that these homeless people
would know about God and His love for them. Not only
were these people homeless in a worldly way, but also
homeless without God. Our missionary, Gennady Artin,
held conversations and Bible studies with people from the
shelter. He showed them through the Gospel that even
though they may not have a roof over their head, in Holy
Baptism they will always have a home with Jesus.
Gennady was tragically killed in February of 2002. A
man came to the church looking for money and killed our
Missionary. This was very sad for our parish. But we
know that in this world we walk in the shadow of the valley
of death every day. I also got to know another, emotional
side of faith. It happened that my husband fell into sin and
left the church, abandoning me and our daughter. Only the
constant presence of Christ in my life through His Word
and Sacrament, found in the Church, and the help of my
brothers and sisters in the faith prevented me from falling
into a deep depression. A great reassessment of my
values took place. And here again, just as Scripture says,
suffering produces patience, patience produces character,
and character produces hope. To this day I live with hope.
The Gospel is indeed a healing medicine.
I have been in the church for 8 years. There have
been periods when it seemed that God and faith were in
second place and not very important to me. This is
because I thought there was no time to think about these
things, and there were more important matters. But all the
same, I kept coming to church, heard the Word, received
the Sacrament, and believed that in spite of all my sins
and my imperfection He had not forsaken me. Now I know
that there is nothing more important in my life than Jesus
and His mercy toward sinners like me. Even though I have
experienced the pain of abandonment in this life from
those I trusted, I know that Jesus will never abandon me. I
am baptized! To this, all I can do is thank Him for His love
– with hope and trust in His mercy. This is what I have
learned from my pastors in the Lutheran church. ?
Editor’s note: Gloria is presently enrolled in the Deaconess program
at Concordia Theological Seminary - Ft. Wayne, Indiana.

From the Editor: The Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) continues to grow and be a place where the Gospel of Jesus Christ is
preached and the Holy Sacraments provided for sinners seeking forgiveness and healing of body and soul. In the newsletters of the
Siberian Lutheran Mission Society (SLMS) the members of the SELC reveal their faith and hopes. They are Russians seeking an
answer to challenges and problems in their lives. They are a people who have been called by Christ in the healing waters of Holy Baptism
and fed by the holy precious food of His body and blood. They may speak a different language but they are all baptized in the name of the
same LORD and eat and drink the same Jesus. These are a people who know the mission of the Church -- a mission which begins and finds
its conclusion in the Word and Sacraments properly administered. We invite you to read this newsletter with a prayer of divine grace for our
Lutheran brothers and sisters in Siberia. Their challenges in a land of pagan Buddhism, Shamanism, and Atheism is great. Your prayers
and continuing support is appreciated.
Articles and photographs from this newsletter may be reprinted for publicity purposes. Please give credit to the author and THE SIBERIAN
LUTHERAN MISSION SOCIETY (SLMS). All donations may be sent to the SLMS c/o Mrs. Elizabeth Meyer, Treasurer/Secretary 1298
University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. For more information on the work of the SLMS, visit: www.TSLMS.org
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